
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS PITTSBURGH, PA
By December of 2009 RIZZO had outgrown its previous 
corporate headquarters, and relocated to a more spacious 
and updated facility in Pittsburgh, PA. Housing close to 
200 employees, the corporate office is able to offer full service 
engineering for the Dams and Water Resources, Power 
Generation, Transportation, and Mining industries. 

NEW YORK REGION
TARRYTOWN, NY
RIZZO’s New York Regional office 
plays a large role in supporting 
our work in the dams and water 
resources fields. Two of our most 
experienced Civil Engineers oper-
ate out of the New York branch, 
bringing years of regional and 
national experience to our firm. 

SOUTHEAST REGION
COLUMBIA, SC
Our South Carolina branch office 
also plays a significant role in our 
work in the dams and water 
resources fields. Originally opened 

Over the past 26 years, RIZZO has grown from a small 
6-person office in western Pennsylvania to a large corporate 
headquarters in Pittsburgh with 14 US and international 
subsidiary and branch offices world-wide. Each office is able 
to fully support the work done out of the corporate location, 
while at the same time servicing a particular niche market 
specific to their region. It is this local and international 
duality that allows us to offer client-specific support while 
broadening our portfolio. 

Our offices are staffed with engineers, 
scientists and other personnel from 
a variety of backgrounds. Because 
of the complexity of the issues we 
engineer solutions for in a global 
market, having this multiplicity 
represented in every department 
assures that we present our clients 
an enriched corporate environ-
ment that integrates the most di-
verse cultural backgrounds with 
their professional expertise.

The following few paragraphs give you 
a glimpse into each RIZZO office.

GLOBAL EXPERIENCE... LOCAL PRESENCE 

(continued on page 2)

It’s natural at this time of the year to reflect on what you 
have accomplished, contemplate your future, and set your 
goals for the new year. At RIZZO, we remain focused on our 
core markets with a strong belief that demand for our niche 
services will continue to grow. We will be entering 2011 
with a high level of confidence and enthusiasm based on fact 
and support from our existing clients and new clients.  

This is a special holiday edition of our newsletter. We have 
compiled information from all of our offices around the 
world to elaborate on their seasonal traditions. Every family, 
whether it be a “business family” or a family in its purest 
form has time-held traditions. One of my family’s Christmas 
traditions is to find, transport, erect and decorate a large, 
live 20 foot-high Christmas tree. All of the kids help with 
the search, cutting and decorating over an entire afternoon 
that, of course, includes Christmas music, eating traditional 
Christmas foods, and lots of good cheer. Then on Christmas 
Eve we enjoy the traditional Italian Seven Fishes Meal with 
our extended family before heading off to church. 

I would like extend sincere wishes to all of our clients, 
employees, friends, and vendors to have a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year! It has been a 
difficult year for many people around the world, and all of 
our employees know that we had to work longer and harder 
than ever before to have a successful year. Long hours at 
night and on the weekends were the norm, both in the office 
and in the field, and often in faraway places. On behalf of 
all the RIZZO partners, I’d like to extend a huge thank you 
to each and every employee, client, and associate.  The work 

we’ve accomplished in 2010 will lead to 
an even better 2011. 

Sincerely,
Paul Rizzo
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in conjunction with our work on the Saluda Dam Project in 
Columbia, this office services the Southeast region’s water 
resources and power generation projects. 
 
MIDWEST REGION ST.	LOUIS,	MO
RIZZO’s Missouri office was opened in 2007 in conjunction 
with our work on the Taum Sauk Upper Reservoir Rebuild as 
well as the Callaway Nuclear Power Plant project. Today, the 
engineers and staff support RIZZO’s work in the ever-growing 
hydropower and nuclear power industries, both in the heart-
land of the US and also abroad.

WESTERN REGION OAKLAND, CA
In March of 2007 RIZZO acquired International Civil Engi-
neering Consultants, Inc. (ICEC), a small specialty business in 
California, and opened our Oakland branch office. ICEC’s 
engineers and scientists brought decades of seismic and 
consulting experience to our firm, along with hands-on work 
on some of the area’s most challenging bridge and rail projects.  

Today the office continues to provide regional expertise on 
structural seismic issues while expanding to support interna-
tional nuclear-related projects as well.

SOUTH AMERICAN OFFICES 
BUENOS AIRES and MENDOZA, ARGENTINA/
SANTIAGO, CHILE/LIMA, PERU
Our South American presence is growing every year. These four 
offices have recently been supporting the power generation, 
mining, and tunneling industries on projects reaching beyond 
their three countries. The engineers and scientists from these 
branches also have a strong background in environmental, 
hydrological and hydrogeological engineering, and have sup-
ported both water resources and nuclear projects.

EUROPEAN REGION 
PLZEN,	CZECH	REPUBLIC/ST.	PETERSBURG,	RUSSIA
The RIZZO European subsidiary firm, Stevenson & Associates, 
operates out of its Czech and Russian offices, and provides 
seismic and structural related services to Russian designed 
reactors in the former Eastern Bloc and Russian Federation 
countries. These branches also offer support for the nuclear 
related projects RIZZO is involved with in the Eastern hemi-
sphere.

COVER STORY continued	

2.

MIDDLE EAST REGION 
ABU DHABI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
RIZZO opened the Abu Dhabi office in 2008 in conjunction 
with our Nuclear Site Selection work for the Emirates Nuclear 
Energy Authority. This office location allows us to continue 
our efforts in providing nuclear siting work for the entire 
Middle East region.

SOUTH AFRICA CAPETOWN/JOHANNESBURG
RIZZO’s subsidiary company, Nuclear Structural Engineering 
Pty, Ltd. (NSE) maintains two offices in South Africa, offering 
nuclear power plant engineering support services to the area 
and in support of our corporate headquarter’s global business 
efforts. 

ASIAN PACIFIC REGION  BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA
RIZZO’s Australian branch office is the newest addition to the 
firm. Opened in 2009, it currently supports our dam and water 
resources efforts in the Asian Pacific region. With large, on-
going RCC dam projects in Vietnam and Australia, the office is 
primed to expand to accommodate similar projects.

a
The addition of multitudes of employees and branch offices to 
the RIZZO firm over the past three decades occurred because 
of an on-going and deep-seated passion for civil engineering. 
As the size and scope of the projects we’ve worked on have 
grown, so has our firm.

Pictured Above: A snapshot of where our Water Resources and 
Power Generation Projects have taken us over the years.

 It	 is	 this	 local and international 
duality	 that	 allows	 us	 to	 offer	 client	
specific	 support	while	broadening	our	
portfolio.
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 Christmas in Pittsburgh
a

Sugar plum fairies, Ebenezer Scrooge, Handel’s 
Messiah...what is your family’s favorite holiday 
tradition? The sights, the sounds, and the magic of 
downtown Pittsburgh and the surrounding region 
come alive during the festive six-week holiday season, 
beginning with Light Up Night and continuing 
through First Night Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh’s downtown holiday season kicks off on 
the Friday before Thanksgiving with the annual 
downtown Pittsburgh Light Up Night celebration. 
Marked with more than 30 events including such 
favorites as the tree lighting at PPG Place, the Santa 
Spectacular at Point State Park, the dedication of the 
Pittsburgh Creche at US Steel Plaza, the opening of 
The Rink at PPG Place, the holiday window unveil-
ings at Macy’s, and the awesome Zambelli fireworks 
finale on the Pittsburgh rivers, Light Up Night is an 
annual Pittsburgh tradition. 

In addition to these special holiday favorites, 
hundreds of other holiday events and parties are 
happening across the Pittsburgh region. From 
dazzling light displays to the visits with Santa, and 
Christmas sing-a-longs to holiday craft making, 
you’ll find plenty to get you in the holiday spirit!

The RIZZO Corporate Headquarters reflects the 
festive atmosphere of its city. Colorfully decorated 
with a tree and wreaths, you’ll also find employees’ 
work areas adorned with decorations from home. 
The firm also sponsors an annual Christmas Party 
where folks can relax and celebrate - and on occasion, 
entertain each other with some karaoke!

Source: About.com/Pittsburgh

a



Argentina 
 “In Argentina, our celebration begins when we 
decorate the Christmas Tree on December 8th in 
remembrance of Maria Virgin, Jesús’ mother.
 On December 24th, because it is summer-time 
and very hot, we enjoy the swimming pool and the sun 
until 10 o’clock PM. Then, our families 
and friends 
stay together 
at home to 
have dinner 
— we usually 
eat lamb and 
suckling pig 
with a choice of 
salads and hors 
d’oeuvres.
 At midnight we drink a champagne toast   and eat 
pastries, almonds, and nougat candy while we watch the 
fireworks. Then, we open the presents that Santa Claus 
has left for everyone under the tree´s colored lights!”

Perú
 “Perú is largely a catholic community, and we 
celebrate Christmas at midnight on December 
24th with a family dinner. When the bells ring the 
12, the whole family comes together and prays, 
giving thanks to God for everything. Then chil-
dren can start opening their presents.”

New York
 “Our staff usually gets all dressed up and goes 
to a nice restaurant for dinner to celebrate Christmas 
together. After last year’s dinner we all went to a Jazz 
club in New York City — it could easily become our 
tradition, we had so much fun! 
 We enjoy putting up a Christmas tree and 
decorations around the office — even the managers get 
involved.”

California 
 “San Francisco is such a festive place to be 
during the holidays! There are hundreds of Christmas 
activities available - the City Lights Cruise on Fisher-
man’s Wharf, the Holiday Tree Lighting in Golden Gate 
Park, the Great Dickens Christmas Fair, gingerbread 
competitions, ice skating, and even a Reindeer Romp at 
the San Francisco Zoo!  
 Our branch office employees usually go out to 
Christmas dinner, and spend an evening relaxing and 
celebrating with each other. It’s so nice to reflect on the 
year that’s just gone by!” 

Czech Republic 
 “In the Czech Republic we typically decorate 
a tree two days before Christmas, during the night of 
December 23rd — the children believe that Santa Claus 
(Ježíšek) brings this tree! 
 We then have a Christmas lunch on December 
24th; we eat something 
without meat because 
of the traditional be-
lief that when you 
fast you’ll see a gold 
pig! Usually we eat 
lentil with eggs. In 
the afternoon we 
meet with relatives 
and prepare dinner.  

South Africa
 “A ‘Braai’ is the South African version of a 
barbeque. Normally, because it is so hot here in Decem-
ber, people spend Christmas outside having braais’ and 
enjoying the sunshine. There  is a wide array of meats that 
are cooked on the braai, as South Africans love their meat 
and beef, and good meat is widely available.  
 The social side of the braai is also very popular; 
usually the men make the braai, cook the meat and stand 
around the fire drinking beer and the ladies are in the 
kitchen making 
all the salads. 
 A l s o , 
a common 
Christmas dish 
is the “Potjie”, 
which is like 
a slow-cooked 
stew made in 
a cast iron pot 
that is cooked on the braai. 
It was a dish made historically by the settlers    

 when they were traveling around South Africa.”

CELEBRATIONS FROM AROUND THE RIZZO WORLD!

Above: Bill Broderick and 
Hans Hasnay decorate 

the New York branch office 
Christmas tree.

Members of the California branch office 
celebrate at a local restaurant.

A typical Christmas dinner includes fish and a potato 
salad. After that we unwrap presents. On Christmas day, 
we spend time with other relatives or friends.
 Here in the Czech Republic branch office, we 
are going to a restaurant to celebrate Christmas. We eat 
and talk all evening long together.”

Fireworks in Argentina

Christmas in Prague

Members of the South Africa branch office 
enjoying a braai.
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